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Topics of Discussion…

• What is GRDA…GRDA at a glance
• GRDA’s Impact on Local Communities
• Watershed Challenges & Algae Bloom of 

2011



GRDA at a glance …
• Nation’s 20th largest public power utility*
• Built and manages Grand Lake, 

Oklahoma’s premier recreation destination.

*by generation, American Public Power Association 2005-06 statistical report

Pensacola Dam 
(120MW)
Constructed 1938-40 for $28 
million.

Updated construction cost: 
$300+ million.

Salina Pumped Storage
(260MW)
Constructed 1968-72 for $30 
million.

Updated construction cost: 
$350+ million.

Robert S. Kerr Dam 
(114MW)
Constructed 1962-64 for $40 
million.

Updated construction cost: 
$280+ million



Grand Lake …
Oklahoma’s Premiere Recreational Destination…

…And At Times, Oklahoma's 3rd Largest City!!!
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Grand Lake …
Oklahoma’s Premiere Recreational Destination…

• Basic Stats…
• 18,000 Waterfront Homes
• >10,000 boat slips
• 150 Commercial Marinas
• Shoreline Property

• >$1,000/foot
• Boat Fuel Taxes

• > 50% from Grand Lake. 

Grand Lake’s development contributes to a broad tax base.



Tourism …
Providing vital revenue for state, county and local communities…

Tourists Spend Nearly $94 M Annually Just in 
Grand Lake Area Counties Alone
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Data Provided by: 
Travel Industry Association of America; Washington, D.C, 2005.

(Generate 1,500 jobs & $8 Million in Tax Receipts)



Blue-Green Algae Bloom
Grand Lake, 2011 (Horse Creek, Unfinished Bridge)



Test Results

World Health Organization 2003: 
Warns of High Probability of Adverse 
Health Effects When Microcystin ≥ 20ug/L



News Headlines

Tulsa World: June 25, 2011

Grove Sun: June 28, 2011



News Headlines

Ponca City News: June 28, 2011

Lawton Constitution: July 2, 2011



McAlester News: July 3, 2011

News Headlines



Blue-Green Algae Bloom
Grand Lake, 2011 (Duck Creek)



Blue-Green Algae Bloom
Grand Lake, 2011 (Horse Creek)



Lake Managers Perspective
(Long-Term Economic Benefits and Ecosystems Services)

• How Do We Address 
Active Bloom
– Health & Public Safety

• Monitoring

– Economic/Rec Impacts

• How Do We 
Mitigate/Prevent  
HAB’s



Mitigate/Prevent
(Grand Lake Watershed)
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Monitoring



Recreational Benefits


